Construction of Revised Government Ideology Scores for 24 Countries
The dataset “The Kim-Fording Government Ideology.dta” contains all of the raw data used to compute revised government ideology scores, along with the final government ideology variable. Government ideology scores are computed for the following countries and years:

Government Ideology (availability by year of government formation):

Sweden 1948-1996

Norway 1945-1997

Denmark 1945-1996

Iceland 1947-1995

Finland 1945-1995

Belgium 1946-1995

Netherlands 1946-1994

Luxembourg 1945-1995

France 1947-1997 

Italy 1946-1996

Spain 1977-1996

Greece 1974-1996

Portugal 1976-1995

Germany 1949-1994

Austria 1949-1997

Switzerland 1947-1995 

Great Britain 1945-1997

Ireland 1948-1997

Canada 1945-1997

Australia 1946-1996

New Zealand 1946-1997

Israel 1949-1996

Turkey 1950-1995

Japan 1960-1993

Treatment of Missing Values for Party Ideology Scores

The unit of analysis for this dataset is what we might term a government-party. That is, each row represents a specific party represented in a specific government, for all of the governments from the countries listed above. There are a total of 1,851 government-parties recorded in this dataset. 
Party ideology scores for each government-party were taken from the CMP dataset. The CMP data only codes parties at the time of each election, yet several governments may form between elections. In our construction of government ideology, each party received the same ideology score across all governments that may have formed between elections. (Note that in previous versions of the Kim-Fording government ideology measure we allowed party ideology scores to vary between elections, using linear interpolation from election to election).

367 of the 1,851 party ideology scores in this dataset (19.8% of all government-parties) were unavailable from the original manifesto dataset. Thus, it was necessary to estimate these missing values. These missing values can be broken down into two categories.
I. 78 (4.2% of all government-parties) party ideology scores were missing due to the fact that they were not coded for the most recent election, although they were coded for other elections in the manifesto dataset. We estimated these missing scores using two alternative methods, both of which rely on party ideology scores computed for that party from other elections in the manifesto data. 
1. The first strategy rests on the assumption that the best estimate of a missing party ideology score is the most recent observed party score. This estimation proceeded in two stages. First, we used the most recent (past) party score to estimate missing scores. This was not possible if the missing values occur prior to the election(s) for which the party appears in the manifesto data. For these missing values, we use the most proximate future score. This estimation strategy results in what we refer to as Version 1 of the final government ideology measure.
2. A second strategy estimates these 149 missing values by using the average party ideology score across all elections for which the party’s ideology is observed across the entire manifesto dataset. This estimation strategy results in what we refer to as Version 2 of the final government ideology measure.
II. 291 (15.6%) of all government-party scores were missing due to the fact that these parties never appeared in the manifesto data at any time. The overwhelming majority of these missing values appear to originate from nonpartisan ministers. For each government with such missing values, we estimate these missing scores by assuming that the ideology of these ministers is equal to the average ideology of all ministers for which we are able to observe ideology scores within that government. 

In a few cases, this type of missing value was observed for the entire government, thus preventing us from computing a government ideology score. These countries and governments are listed below:
      +-----------------+

      | countr~m   govt |

      |-----------------|

 219. |      FIN     16 |

 242. |      FIN     23 |

 778. |   FRANCE     35 |

      |-----------------|

      |-----------------|

1025. |      ITA     52 |

1026. |      ITA     53 |

1079. |      POR      3 |

1080. |      POR      4 |

      |-----------------|

1083. |      POR      5 |

      +-----------------+

Because the quality of each government ideology score is directly related to the degree to which we rely on estimated, as opposed to observed party ideology values, we include two variables which summarize the extent to which each government ideology score relies on estimated values. The first variable, observed2_pid, provides the proportion of posts for which party ideology scores are observed in the CMP data at the time of the election. The second variable, observed1_pid, is equal to the observed2_pid value plus the proportion of posts which display missing values of type I above. Thus, 1 minus observed2_pid yields the proportion of posts for which we have no CMP party data whatsoever (for any election), and for which we relied on missing data estimation of type II. 
Variables in the Dataset (The Kim-Fording Government Ideology.dta)
variable name   variable label

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

countrynm       
Country abbrev
country         

Country #

year            

Year

elecdate        

date of most recent election year/month

govtdate        

Date govt formed

govt            

Govt number

govid2006_1   
Final govt ideology score, version 1 (0=right, 100=left)

govid2006_2   
Final govt ideology, version 2

cmpcode         

Party # from CMP

partyname2      
Party

partyname1      
Party

pid_kf100       

observed party ideology from CMP (0=right, 100=left)

pid_kf100est1   
pid_kf100, with missing values replaced, version 1

pid_kf100est2   
pid_kf100, with missing values replaced, version 2

prop_totposts    
party's proportion of all posts in govt (totposts_party /totposts_govt)

posts_party     
  
# of ministers from party, not includng PM 

prime_ministe~p    
1=Prime Minister

totposts_party    
posts_party + prime_ministership

totposts_govt    
 # of posts in govt (including PM)

pid_periodavg     
mean of pid_kf100 for each party for entire period, from CMP (version 2)
pid1_propposts    
pid_kf100est1 * prop_totposts (sum within each govt to obtain          

                                    govid2006_1)
pid2_propposts    
pid_kf100est2 * prop_totposts (sum within each govt to obtain          

                                    govid2006_2)
pidgovt_avg1              average (observed) party ideology of ministers in govt, version 1

pidgovt_avg2              average (observed) party ideology of ministers in govt, version 2

observed2_pid   
proportion of posts using observed ideology scores

observed1_pid    
proportion of posts relying on observed or missing (Type I)

---------------------------------

