The Great North Carolina Hurricane of 1827 - Pt. 1 - Aug. 25-27
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Norfolk

Editor of the "American Beacon" noted storm was nearly equal
in strength to that which occurred in 1821. Little tidal damage
due to beneficial wind direction and tide conditions.
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Portsmouth Roads near Hatteras
Editor of the Washington "Recorder" noted that out of 20 sail there before

Near Winston-Salem ) ) the storm, only two were unharmed and only one mill was left standing within
"Moravian Diary" at Bethabara reported heavy rain and wind 10 miles after the onslaught of wind and tide.

causing damage to trees, fences, and roofs on Aug. 25,
lasting until morning on the 26th. Winds out of the NE.

Near Cape Hatteras
Two New York-to-North Carolina packets driven ashore and
smashed to pieces.

Fayetteville, NC
Experienced a 30-hour gale and rain episode out of the NE beginning
on Sat. morning, Aug. 25. Editor of local paper, "Observer", considered

the storm nearly as strong as that in 1822. >
P Washington
i The tide was 12 to 15 feet above normal tide height, and some
g structires were flooded 5 to 6 feet deep on the first level. The editor of the
Washington "Recorder” opined that the storm was more violent than that
- in 1815.
New Bern n
Suffered from high tides, indicating easterly component to the winds.
For a time, all communications were by canoe.
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& Wilmington
N "Recorder" noted winds increasing around 1400, with rapidly rising water.
‘w. Account apparently indicated a shift of wind from NE to SE as the center
‘tf made landfall to the southwest of the city. At peak height, water was estimated
A to be 10 feet above normal high tide. This can only be caused by SE winds on the
% Cape Fear River.
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£ Charleston
4 The city was well west of the storm center, but winds blew
2 with "great violence" on the afternoon of Aug. 25th. Peak
3 winds occurred from 1200 until 1800 from the N and NW.
Due to coincident low tide during peak winds, little damage
reported.
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This great hurricane was accompanied by high winds, extraordinary tides, and heavy rainfall
over a large geographic area. It is in the top ranks by Ludlum (1963) among North Carolina
0 80 160 Miles hurricanes. The storm made landfall somewhere between Cape Fear and Cape Hatteras.




