The Destructive North Carolina Hurricane of 1842 - July 12-14
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Philadelphia, PA
Schuylkill River rose five feet over its banks.

Richmond, VA - M =
James River rose six feet in the first hour of flooding on July 14th. o\

The waters eventually rose higher than in 1836 and
approximately

equal to the height reached in the freshet of 1814.

Washington, on Pamlico River, NC

Winds increased in severity on the evening of Monday, July 13.
The gale grew stronger throughout the next day to full fury by
nightfall on the 14th. Streets were covered with fallen trees
and limbs.
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Edenton, NC on Albemarle Sound

The float bridge at Hertford was carried away, and there was
severe crop damage. All the vessels moored at Edenton,
save one, were driven ashore.

Wilmington, NC
Wilmington to Raleigh railroad washed out, causing a
five day interruption of mail to Charleston.

Portsmouth Island, NC

The entire village, except for one house, was wrecked.
Fourteen vessels stranded on the ocean beach, fourteen
stranded on the inside beach, and six put to sea. Two ships
completely lost, including their crew, as well as seven salvage
seekers. Dead horses and cattle littered the bay following the
hurricane.

This early season hurricane is one of the "great" storms in North Carolina history.

David Stick (1952) considered this storm "one of the worst in the history of coastal Carolina."
The damage was immense along the Outer Banks. The course of the storm's center

cannot be traced, but it is assumed that the center remained just offshore on the 12th.

Lorin Blodgett (Climatology of the United States, 1854) claimed that the storm
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were felt in Virginia and Pennsylvania.

;QE moved inland over Norfolk, moving NW to cross over Washington. Heavy rains




