The Gulf to Bermuda Hurrjcane of 1842 - Qct. 4-7

Off Cape Lookout and Cape Hatteras
Several ship disasters occurred as the storm moved
away from the shoreline.

Pensacola

Damaging winds did not reach this far west. Northerly
winds on Oct. 4th, and easterly flow on the 5th.
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Wilmington, NC
Sea deemed too rough for boats to depart for Charleston.

Apalachicola

Wind "blew a perfect hurricane™ and thought to be "one of
the severest gales on record.” Lighthouse on East Pass
ruined. Wind peak at 1600 on Oct. 5th, when many homes
were unroofed due to the strong winds.

Tallahassee
First damage estimates as high as $500,000. Storm
tore off roofs, smashed walls, and broke windows.

Roads in all directions blocked with fallen trees. Charleston

Brig "Sampson”, anchored off St. Marks

™ High barometer on the 5th of 1022.7 mb all day. Toward
evening, winds began to blow from the NNE and continued
through the night. On the morning of the 6th, wind changed
to NE and NNE at gale strength throughout the day.

High tides overflowed some streets along the bay. The
barometric pressure remained near 1015.9 mb.

Savannah

On the afternoon of the 5th, wind began blowing hard from
the SE and E, with rain, until 1600/1700 when the wind
shifted to NE and increased in intensity to hurricane strength.
Winds and rain continued until 1700/1800 on the 6th.

On Oct. 4th, weather squally from the E with thunder and

lightning. Squalls became harder until 0400 on the 5th, when

severe hurricane blew from E by S till 1600. Wind then
became calm for 15 minutes, then the wind came from the
NNW and blew with fury for three hours. The wind then

t. Augustine

Experienced the "greatest gale ever remembered, at least
for 15 years," according to the "Florida Herald". On the
5th, there was a great gale from the E with heavy rain.

moderated over the next 12 hours.

Cedar Key

Hurricane began on Oct. 4th from the E and SE, and
continued on the 5th from the SE and S with heavy rain
until late at night. On the 6th, cloudy with high winds
from the NE. The water rose twenty feet above the low
water mark, and within six feet of covering the island,
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In the evening, the wind was SE to S, and heavy winds
continued through the night. Early on the 6th, the wind
hauled to the W and somewhat abated. On the night of
the 5-6th, winds were N and blew "much severer than
had been experienced for years."

This storm originated at the end of September, 1842 near the Yucatan Peninsula.
The storm moved NE across the Gulf of Mexico affecting only ships and birds,
which were found deceased in abundance in the waters of the Gulf following

the storm. Landfall was estimated by William Redfield to have occurred

near St. Marks. The storm moved through north Florida, probably crossing

over the Okefenokee Swamp and exiting off the Georgia coast north of the

St. Mary's river. Higher wind speeds were evident in the northern sector of

the hurricane. There were no land reports of damage north of

Charleston.




