The Tampa Bay Hurricane of 1848 - Sept. 25

Tampa

An additional report observed:

Tampa and neighboring towns were "utterly
wrecked". Winds began out of the NE, then

veered to the SE until 1300. Storm was at greatest
intensity until 1500. Wind veered to S and SW,
ending from the W at sunset. Barometer reports echo
those from other observations during the storm.

Ft. Brooke (now Tampa)

Letter from Maj. R.D.S. Wade notes:

Very severe storm from the SE, destroyed all the wharves
and most of the public buildings at the fort. Storm

began about 0800 from the SE and raged until 1600
when winds veered to the S and SW until weakening
around 2000. The storm was most intense between

1300 and 1500. Flooding was exceptionally great,

no lives were lost at Ft. Brooke.

Charlotte Harbor
"Considerable damage" reported in area.

Several of the reports from this storm, particularly from the Tampa Bay area,

indicate that this was one of the most severe hurricanes to strike the West Coast of Florida | key =
during this time period. Descriptions of the damage inflicted indicate near total destruction
of structures and shoreline objects. One report suggested that the water out of the bay

Jacksonville
Two houses blown down.

Cedar Key
Brig dismasted.

St. Augustine

Streets flooded, indications of an

easterly wind

flow.
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Near Tampa

Sugar works on Manatee River completely destroyed.
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Tampa

Observations from post surgeon at Ft. Brooke:

Tide rose 15 feet above low water, water rose very fast
between 1000 and 1400. Barometer fell from 1020 mb

at 0900/24th and 1013 mb at 2100, to 954 mb

prior to 1500/25th. By 1500/25th, barometer rose to 967 mb,
and winds were from the S.
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rose "10 to 12 feet higher than ever known". Barometer readings support the likelihood
that this storm was a strong major hurricane. Wind direction changes in the storm

observations suggest that the center approached from the S or SE and then
passed to the W of Tampa Bay, probably curving inland N of Tampa Bay
and crossing the peninsula diagonally to the NE.
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Storm reported light here. N
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