SYLLABUS

MUH 2512-01 

Music in World Cultures

Dr. Michael Bakan 
Fall 2007

Description
This course provides an introductory survey of traditions and transformations of music in global perspective, exploring music both as a phenomenon of sound and a phenomenon of culture. The focus of the course is not traditional music per se, but is rather musics of tradition, with tradition understood as a process of transformation whose most remarkable feature is the continuity it nurtures and sustains. Within this framework, we will explore everything from folk and classical genres to contemporary styles of world beat, jazz, popular, and experimental music.

Objectives

· To understand and appreciate music from an ethnomusicological perspective, that is, as a musicultural phenomenon.

· To learn about a diverse range of musics and musicultural traditions from around the world. 

· To learn how musics have evolved and developed through the unique conditions of the historical and cultural processes that gave rise to them, as well as to comprehend how they continue to develop and transform in a contemporary world defined by large-scale processes of globalization, mass mediation, and electronic communications.

Blackboard site

The syllabus, announcements, course calendar, assignments, and other essential materials and resources (including lecture notes) are posted on the course Blackboard site, which you should check regularly. You also need to regularly check your FSU email account (or an account to which you have FSU course e-mails forwarded to you if you have one), as e-mail messages sent to the class will be the primary medium for communication of essential information (regarding assignments, tests, schedule modifications, etc.). The Blackboard roster email list will be the vehicle through which I send emails to the class.  

Required text and accompanying CD set

Bakan, Michael B. 2007. World Music: Traditions and Transformations. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Bakan, Michael B. 2007. 3 Compact Discs to Accompany World Music: Traditions and Transformations. New York: McGraw-Hill/Sony BMG. 

Both the textbook and its accompanying 3-CD set are required. Both are available at the FSU Bookstore. If you purchase the bundled book/CD set package, you will receive a break on the price (of about 10%).  

Office hours and contact with instructor/graduate assistant

Dr. Bakan’s office: Longmire (LON) 413

Office hour: T 1:00-2:30, or by appointment

*e-mail: mbakan@mailer.fsu.edu
**Office phone: 644-4255

Ms. Clendinning, graduate assistant: LON 411

Office hour TBA

e-mail: eac07j@fsu.edu

(*Note: Dr. Bakan does not check e-mail on weekends.

**Note: If you call Dr. Bakan’s office phone and the answering machine “hangs up” on you,  call a second time and it will likely work [no idea why this is so, by the way!])  

Grading and Evaluation

Your grade for this course will be based principally on two exams (30% each), one self-study assignment (10%), a world music concert report (10%), a personal musicultural journal (20% [=4 journal entries @ 5% each]), and possible additional assignments and/or quizzes, as assigned (see Blackboard “Assignments” page for instructions on completion and submission of the assignments). Your attendance will be monitored and can potentially affect your grade (see below). Instructions for completing assignments as well as exam study guides may be found at the Assignments page of Blackboard. The Online Learning Center for the textbook, Student Edition (www.mhhe.com/bakan1) also provides helpful study resources. 

The grade scale for the course is as follows:


A: 93-100

A-: 90-92  

B+:  87-89      B: 83-86         

B-: 80-82

C+:  77-79

C: 73-76         C-: 70-72


D: 65-69

F:   0-64

Journal and Self-Study Assignments

Instructions on how to prepare your personal musicultural journal assignments are found at the Assignments page. The Self-Study assignment options are also available as links from the Assignments page. 
SACS Multicultural Assessment Assignment (Concert Report) 

The FSU Undergraduate Policy Committee (UPC) is required by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) to collect data on courses meeting their various liberal studies requirements. For the multicultural requirement, MUH 2512 has been identified as a primary course from which to collect outcome data on the demonstration of the ability to analyze and synthesize knowledge about cultural variation within and between cultures (as measured by students scoring 70% or higher on a culminating assignment that is assessed according to common guidelines). 

The world music performance concert report will serve as the SACS Multicultural Assessment Assignment for this course. Detailed instructions on how to do the report are posted on the Assignments page of Blackboard and we will also discuss the assignment in class. 
Attendance Policy

Your attendance will be monitored.  More than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of your final grade by a one-third letter-grade (e.g., B to B-); five or more unexcused absences will result in a penalty of a two-thirds letter grade (e.g., B to C+); and seven or more absences will result in a penalty of a full letter grade (e.g., B to C). Arriving late to class may result in your being marked absent; even if you are not marked absent but come late, this counts for half of an absence and will affect your grade accordingly. 

Submission of Assignments

Unless otherwise indicated, all assignments must be submitted typed (i.e., word processed) on regular computer/typing paper using a regular font and font size (e.g., 12-point Times or Times Roman). You must have a title page indicating your name, the course number, and the instructor’s name on all assignments. All pages must be stapled!! No paper clips, loose sheets, or “fold-overs.” 

Americans with Disabilities Act

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should:

(1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and

(2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type.  This should be done during the first week of class.

This syllabus and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request.

For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the:

Student Disability Resource Center

874 Traditions Way

108 Student Services Building

Florida State University

Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167

(850) 644-9566 (voice)

(850) 644-8504 (TDD)

(850) 644-7164

sdrc@admin.fsu.edu

http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu/

Academic Honor Policy

The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the Universityâ€™s expectations for the integrity of studentsâ€™ academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout the process.  Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and for living up to their pledge to “. . . be honest and truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at Florida State University.”  (Florida State University Academic Honor Policy, found at http://dof.fsu.edu/honorpolicy.htm.)
