Colloquium: Readings in Early American History

Fall Semester 2008

History 6934

Professor Sally Hadden

Class Location: Bellamy 421

Class Hours: Th 9-12

Office: Bellamy 415

Office Hours: T 3:30-4:30, W 1-2 or by appointment

Means of Contact: office phone 644-9519 and sally.hadden@fsu.edu

Course Description: This class is an intensive readings course, which will introduce you to important works of colonial American history published in the last 2 decades. The written assignments are designed to complement the main course work, namely your oral description and analysis of the books and articles we will read. This class will provide an excellent overview of major new publications, and provides good preparation for graduate written exams in this field. 

Course Requirements: This course has 3 grade components: class participation (60%); 6 reading précis (30%); 6 sets of questions (10%). You will be required to complete all components to receive a passing grade in the class.

Participation: This is a small class, in which each person must come on time, prepared to speak. You cannot be passive, sitting back and letting others do the talking. To make a text belong to you, you must discuss it, debate it, and even teach it to others (this will be particularly true in weeks with divided reading assignments, but it will also be true when you show others how their interpretations differ from the text). Active participation is essential, particularly in weeks when there are divided readings. Absences—other than those for medical emergencies—are not permitted and will result in a lower participation grade.

Reading Assignments: Everyone will read chapters from Vickers on a weekly basis. If there is only one book assigned in addition, you will read that. However, most weeks have two books assigned for reading. You will not read both books in weeks that have two assigned. Students will read one of the two assigned books (see “Which Books to Buy” for clarification). In weeks with two assigned books, you should visit the library reserve desk and look at the table of contents for the book assigned to the ‘other half’ of the class, to at least get a basic introduction to its topic and coverage.

Which books to buy: At our first class meeting, we will determine how to divide students up for the weeks when there are two assigned books to read. Before the first class meeting, please do not purchase books for weeks when there are two books listed.
Written Work: There are no writing assignments due at either the first or last class meeting.
Reading Précis: You will be required to submit 6 reading précis for the course, 2 in the first 5 weeks of term, 2 in the second five weeks of term, and 2 in the last four weeks of term. You may choose which books you wish to create précis for. The lowest précis grade will be dropped in computing your overall grade for this course requirement. The best précis (those that meet the highest standards) may be distributed to class members in subsequent course meetings, as samples of what a good précis should look like; these samples will be distributed anonymously (student author’s name removed). Directions for writing a précis will be distributed by email prior to the first class meeting, and can also be found on my website (http://mailer.fsu.edu/~shadden under student resources). Reading précis are due at the beginning of class discussions.

Reading Questions: On the weeks that you choose not to create a reading précis, you must come up with 10 questions that address the book you have read. These ten questions must a) not all come from the first one-third of the book (i.e., you should demonstrate with them you have read the whole book), and b) either suggest unexplored avenues that the author did not consider, or question the author’s evidence, method, or conclusions drawn. Questions for the book of the week will be due at 9am on the day of class, and should be placed in my mailbox in the department office.
Textbooks: All texts are available for purchase at the FSU Bookstore or Bill’s Bookstore. Most are also on reserve at Strozier Library as well. 
Daniel Vickers, Blackwell Companion to Colonial America  (Blackwell, 2005)

David Hall, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment (Harvard University Press, Reprint edition, 1990) 

Bernard Bailyn, Voyagers to the West (Vintage, Reprint edition, 1988) 

Bertrand Van Ruymbeke, From New Babylon to Eden (University of South Carolina Press, 2006)
Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone (Belknap Press, New edition, 2000)

Richard White, Middle Ground (Cambridge University Press, 1991)

Theda Perdue, Cherokee Women (University of Nebraska Press, 1999) 

James Merrell, Into the American Woods (W. W. Norton & Company, New edition, 2000) 

April Hatfield, Atlantic Virginia (U Pennsylvania Press, 2007)
S. Max Edelson, Plantation Enterprise in Colonial South Carolina (Harvard University Press, 2006)

E. Jennifer Monaghan, Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America (U. Massachusetts Press, new edition 2007) 
Richard D. Brown, Knowledge is Power (Oxford University Press, 1989)

Fred Anderson, Crucible of War (Vintage, reprint ed 2001)
Brendan McConville, The King’s Three Faces (University of North Carolina Press, 2006)
Benjamin Carp, Rebels Rising (Oxford University Press, 2007, 0195304020)
T. H. Breen, Marketplace of Revolution (Oxford University Press, 2005) 

David Conroy, In Public Houses [This book may not arrive; bookstore still waiting for delivery]
A. G. Roeber, Palatines, Liberty and Property (Johns Hopkins U Press, 1998)
A. J. O’Shaughnessy, Empire Divided (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000)

Bruce Mann, Republic of Debtors (Harvard University Press, 2003)

Martha McNamara, From Tavern to Courthouse (Johns Hopkins University Press)

Alfred F. Young, Shoemaker and the Tea Party (Beacon Press, 2000)

Students with Special Needs: Students with disabilities covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act should follow these directions: 1) provide documentation of your disability to the Student Disability Resource Center (108 Student Services Building, 644-9566); 2) bring a statement from the SDR to the instructor during the first week of class, indicating the accommodations you will require to complete the course.

Academic Honor Code and Plagiarism: Any attempt to represent someone else’s writing or research as your own will be grounds for failure for the entire course. The Academic Honor Code of FSU applies to all work in this course. The student handbook contains information about how to avoid violating the Academic Honor Code. You are expected to know the various types of plagiarism, and to take steps to avoid any plagiarism in your own work. Should you have any questions about what plagiarism is, please consult the instructor.

Reading Assignments
Week One: August 28

David Hall, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment 

Marilyn Westerkamp, “Religion,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 15

Week Two: September 4

Bertrand Van Ruymbeke, From New Babylon to Eden
Bernard Bailyn, Voyagers to the West
Ned Landsman, “Migration and Settlement,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 4

Week Three: September 11
Ira Berlin, Many Thousands Gone 

Philip Morgan, “African Americans,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, chs. 7
Week Four: September 18
Richard White, Middle Ground 

David Anderson and Marvin Smith, “Pre-Contact: The Evidence from Archaeology” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 1 

Week Five: September 25
Theda Perdue, Cherokee Women 

James Merrell, Into the American Woods

James Merrell, “Indian History during the English Colonial Era,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 6.

Week Six: October 2
April Hatfield, Atlantic Virginia 
S. Max Edelson, Plantation Enterprise in Colonial South Carolina 
Margaret Newell, “Economy,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 8

Week Seven: October 9 [this class may have to rescheduled due to Yom Kippur]
E. Jennifer Monaghan, Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America 
Richard D. Brown, Knowledge is Power
Greg Nobles, “Class,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, chs. 11 and 
Darren Staloff, “Secular Culture…,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 16

Week Eight: October 16
Fred Anderson, Crucible of War 
Richard Johnson, “Empire,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch.5

Week Nine: October 23
Brendan McConville, The King’s Three Faces 
Alan Tully, “Colonial Politics,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 12

Week Ten:  October 30
Benjamin Carp, Rebels Rising
David Conroy, In Public Houses [THIS BOOK MAY NOT ARRIVE; bookstore cannot confirm at this time]
Sylvia Frey, “Causes of the American Revolutions,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 22

Week Eleven: November 6
T. H. Breen, Marketplace of Revolution 
Cary Carson, “Consumption,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 14.

NO CLASS: November 13

Week Twelve: November 20
A. J. O’Shaughnessy, Empire Divided 

Verene Shepherd and Carleen Payne, “Comparisons: The Caribbean,” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch. 12
NO CLASS: November 27

Week Thirteen: December 4
Bruce Mann, Republic of Debtors 

Martha McNamara, From Tavern to Courthouse 
To be distributed: essay from Cambridge History of Law volume I
Week Fourteen: December 11 [time and date may be adjusted to fit exam schedule]
Alfred F. Young, Shoemaker and the Tea Party 

Edward Countryman, “Postscript: Large Questions in a Very Large Place” in Vickers, ed., Companion to Colonial America, ch.  23

